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OUTSTANDING CONSERVATIONIST

• Haydn Forward is this year’s winner of the Outstanding Conservationist.                    

Haydn was nominated by the San Francisco SWCD and lives in                        Buckhorn, 

Buckhorn, New Mexico. 

• Not only has Haydn made conservation improvements on his own ranching       

operation, but he has also pushed forward with increased coordination with                  

allotment owners, NRCS and the Forest Service for improving rangelands                   

and water conservation practices on private lands.

• Haydn has developed and spearheaded a statewide campaign to examine the             

potential negative impacts of  Wild and Scenic River designation.



OUTSTANDING CONSERVATIONIST

• Haydn has advocated for producers to federal agency                                            

personnel and is constantly working with government officials within and              

outside of the district. He has successfully pushed for reforms in application                 

and scoring methods for EQIP funding. 



OUTSTANDING CONSERVATIONIST

• Congratulations to Haydn Forward,

• NMACD 2020 

Outstanding Conservationist 



OUTSTANDING CONSERVATION DISTRICT

• San Juan SWCD- 2019-2020

• Special Projects included the removal of Russian Olive and Salt Cedars on 195 acres and 

treatment of invasive resprouts on 516 acres

• Planting of 3422 cottonwood poles and 6550 willow whips 

• 604 acres were planted back to native grasses on land owned by more than 23 property 

owners; including several City of Farmington properties and Navajo tribal permittees. 

• Restore NM Rangeland Health- 121 acres of Pinon- Juniper lopped, scattered and 

reseeded. 13,000 acres of Sagebrush Tebuthiuron treatment to stop encroachment and 

restore grasslands.



PROJECT  REVIEW

Vegetation monitoring for the BLM using summer interns.

Reshaped terraces along the Animas River and redirected an agriculture field drain to filter 

through the terrace and water the riparian vegetation on a local ranch.

Working with NRCS, the district addressed a manure runoff issue with a local equine 

rescue center utilizing the installation of two concrete manure storage facilities as well as 

improving walkways using wood chips as a runoff buffer. 

Met with legislators, partners and district board in the planning and design of the new 

district office complex.  



OUTSTANDING DISTRICT 

• San Juan SWCD

2019-2020 Capitol Outlay funding for the new district office complex.



SAN JUAN SWCD – EDUCATION PROGRAM

Rolling River Trailer and The Back Yard Conservation Programs 

continued despite Covid pandemic, both programs continued through 

digital and virtual formats.  The Rolling Rivers Trailer Video’s are 

available on San Juan's YouTube Channel. The district has received 

positive feedback about the video’s from across the nation. 

Over the course of the year San Juan SWCD provided 12 successful 

Backyard Conservation Workshops and two Rolling River Trailer 

programs.



OUTSTANDING DISTRICT

• Congratulations to the NMACD 2020 Outstanding Conservation District 

Supervisors: John Arrington-Chairman

DeAnne McKee-Vice Chair

Ralph Fenton- Treasure

Catherine Thomas-Kemp

Cash Carruth

Leo Pacheco

District Manager: Melissa May

Assistant Manager:  Andy Bleckinger

Watershed Group Coordinator:  Alyssa Richmond



OUTSTANDING LAND STEWARDSHIP

• Don Hartman-

• Don is the owner of Hartman Farms in Deming, NM. He was a supervisor on the Deming Soil 

and Water Board for over 20 years, also a state board member of New Mexico Farm and 

Livestock Bureau and Outstanding Farmers of America

• Farming Operation- 600 acres

• 130 acres of Chile, 40 acres of seedless watermelon, 80 acres of onions, 150 acres of sorghum 

and 100 acres of hay



OUTSTANDING LAND STEWARDSHIP

• The Hartman family has been farming in the Deming area for over thirty years. Don 

continually strives to improve his farm by utilizing the most innovative           

conservation practices that are both efficient and cost effective.

• Sub-surface drip irrigation was installed on the Hartman Farm with the                      

help of NRCS. This practice has increased crop quality and higher yields                     

while providing an economic benefit. It also helped make fertilizing more        effective 

efficient, decreases the amount of fertilizer needed and prevents                               

drift.



OUTSTANDING LAND STEWARDSHIP

• Other Conservation practices include: 

• GPS targeted spray application to prevent overspray and coverage voids

• Variable Frequency Drive motor for drip irrigation system provides just the right amount 

of water without over-pressuring the system, thus conserving water and energy.

• Cover crops are used to increase the health of the soil by maintaining                              

a living root in the ground at all times. This provides bacteria and fungi                              

which are key to healthy soils.



OUTSTANDING LAND STEWARDSHIP

• Don has been a great leader and example to local agriculturists , as a past member of the 

Deming SWCD, he encouraged local farmers and ranchers to participate in conservation 

programs such as drip irrigation, noxious weed control, solar water systems and erosion 

control, he is also is very involved with the local agriculture FFA and 4-H youth by 

coaching different teams that focus on agriculture and conservation. 

• Mr. Hartman also volunteers to help train new NRCS employees in                                 

the optimum conservation practices relevant to the area’s climate                               

and terrain.



OUTSTANDING LAND STEWARDSHIP

• Congratulations Don Hartman,                                                                    

• NMACD 2020 Outstanding Land Stewardship                                                        

award winner.


