
Here on this last day of 2020, a most challenging year for us all, please join me and the staff of 
the Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District in celebrating a few really good things that 
happened in this year of 2020, a year like none other.  

Did you know?  The Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District (VSWCD) is a local 
government body centered in Valencia County and established in 1947 for the purpose of 
assisting the local community through various conservation projects and programs.  

• The mission of VSWCD is “to provide education, technical assistance, and recognition to 
current and future stewards of the land in natural resource conservation.”  

• We value resource conservation for a quality environment demonstrated through active 
leadership, cooperation, and partnerships.  

The VSWCD staff is united in purpose and focused on the same service goals:  Conservation and 
Education. Our work is community-focused and powered by the creative development of new 
conservation ideas built in collaborative partnership with our community members—we work 
with you and for you! 

Some of our VSWCD program highlights in 2020 include:  

• Opportunities at the Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area, 
• Local Community Financial Assistance Programs,  
• The East Valencia Urban Gardens Program,  
• Environmental Education Program Opportunities, and  
• Local Soil Health Initiatives. 

 

 

Please enjoy these four videos that highlight some of these programs and look back with us in 2020 of some 
of the major highlights we were able to give back to our community through these programs 😊😊: 

Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area History Video:  

• https:0//www.dropbox.com/s/4jq96oe98h3nkg5/WhitfieldFINAL_History_112620.mp4?dl=0 

Whitfield’s 11th Birthday (12/11/2020):  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2AJh1Aky-8M 

East Valencia Urban Gardens Video (done in collaboration with Valencia County):  

• https://www.dropbox.com/s/3rz0bqo5ffz88uz/UrbanGardensREV_112920.mp4?dl=0 

Financial Assistance Video (highlighting the Vogel’s Sublime Pastures Restoration Project):  

• https://www.dropbox.com/s/vgi6bmmlktxye19/Sublime2_082220.mp4?dl=0 
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Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area for 2020: 

Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area is a wildlife conservation area comprised of almost 100 
acres managed for the purpose of habitat restoration and public recreation and education. 
Usually, we host an annual Desert Willow Festival at Whitfield, but this year looked a little 
different. For 2020, the VSWCD donated 120 native trees to community members to grow on 
their properties to help promote growing climate appropriate trees for resource conservation 
and the added benefits of lowering ground temperatures and adding beauty to the area.  

This year, we were able to share a volunteer with the Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge that 
helped us create our first ever Adult and Junior Conservation Ranger programs at Whitfield! 
These programs are free to the public and can be completed while at Whitfield. Make sure to 
check them out and earn your very own lapel pin or bring the kids so they can learn how to 
earn their very own badge, certificate, and even a Junior Ranger hat by completing the 
programs! Being a part of the Adult and Junior ranger programs are a great way to find your 
focus in nature when visiting Whitfield.  

Restoration has developed so much at Whitfield that it is considered one of the top birding 
destinations in NM where other wildlife areas learn from and even harvest native plants to 
support local conservation projects.  In 2020, we donated thousands of cottonwood tree poles 
to support a local non-profit organization’s restoration work. Of course, Whitfield remains a 
unique piece of public land where visitors can immerse themselves in the natural world for a 
spell.  We hope to be able re-open the WWCA Grounds early in the New Year, depending on 
pandemic guidance from NM Department of Health. 

In 2020, VSWCD has gained the ability to produce and create Geographic Information System 
(GIS) information to cover everything from geology maps to soil inspections, from tracking 
water flow paths to chart erosion rates, to relying upon multispectral imagery to help 
determine forest health. This GIS capacity enables VSWCD’s small staff provide support for a 
host of conservation project across the full District. In 2021, these mapping products will help 
VSWCD’s community outreach efforts, by showing the partners and the public what the District 
is doing and by acquiring public geospatial data that is a critical tool to generate public input 
and to determine the community’s priority needs that the District can help address.  

The VSWCD staff is excited to be strategically planning for additional public outreach and 
habitat restoration work to commence on our 138-acre Rio Abajo Conservation Area, a largely 
undeveloped plot of public land located near Rio Communities, just south of Whitfield. During 
2021 we will be soliciting robust community and partner input to help guide our restoration 
planning for this uniquely beautiful area. 

East Valencia Urban Gardens Program for 2020: 

This program is a collaboration between the District, Valencia County and the Youth 
Development Inc. (YDI) organization.  The garden program has tripled in size with two gardens 



located at El Cerro Mission Community Center and Meadow Lake Community Center. During 
this last year, this program was able to offer opportunities to learn and grow food affordable in 
an arid, hot climate, mentored 14 youth farming interns and donated over 2,500 lbs. of fresh 
produce to East Mesa families. 

Helping Local Farmers in 2020: 

Through grant funding from New Mexico Department of Agriculture, VSWCD sponsored 10 local 
farmers and ranchers to pilot healthy soils practices. VSWCD was able to compile this data for 
any local producer to learn about any of these soil health practices.  

Financial Assistance Program for 2020:  

The District has awarded directly an approximate of $36,000 to fund 8 projects, with more 
funding still available, and sponsored 3 more production farmers from the NMDA Healthy Soils 
Grant (which brought $14,000 of NMDA funds into the District).  These projects help local 
community members, farmers and ranchers develop land management projects that conserve 
resources and support economic development. Projects include incorporating innovative 
healthy soils practices to farmlands, water distribution to a 9-acre community garden, water 
conservation on pasture projects, pollinator and wildlife enhancement projects, hoop houses 
for growing food and hazardous fuels treatment 

Education Program for 2020: 

VSWCD was able to offer several environmental education opportunities to local school 
districts, youth organizations and families through these programs. A driving force of the 
District’s education program is to create equity in outdoor education among all kids’ in their 
capacity to thrive in their relationship and connection with the local environment. 

This year, VSWCD partnered with the Central New Mexico Audubon Society and the Friends of 
Whitfield to create a grant for local public-school teachers to purchase nature-based resources 
to support outdoor learning opportunities for their students who were mostly learning from 
home. Each school can apply for up to $1,000 in resources for their students. So far, we have 
distributed resources to three local schools, helping over 150 students get access to nature-
based resources (e.g., notebooks, binoculars, field guides). This opportunity was created to help 
break down the inequities many of the students are facing without the needed resources to 
learn from home. Funding is still available through this opportunity and teachers will be able to 
apply again starting in January of 2021.  

Normally local school aged students would be visiting Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area as 
part of their curriculum, but due to the pandemic, students were unable to physically visit the 
site.  VSWCD created YouTube virtual nature lessons that allows students to do activities in 
their backyards and in natural spaces around where they live, while also incorporating at least 
one of the State’s Next Generation Science Stands for that grade level. These videos have 
supported the learning of over 450 local students who are learning from home! 



In 2020, VSWCD won funding from the Equity Grant from the Outdoor Recreation Division that 
will go towards supporting local youth outdoor learning opportunities. This grant will partner 
directly with H2 Academic Solutions Tutoring Organization in Belen to teach local youth ages 
12-15 about wildlife habitat, conservation, and end with a restoration planting. Youth will take 
several fieldtrips, including trips to the Sevilleta and the Bosque del Apache national wildlife 
refuges, over the course of several months ending with a chance for them to plant their own 
plants and interpretive signs at Whitfield. This grant will be one of the first major opportunities 
to get youth to the Rio Abajo Conservation Area site for a firsthand student-led initiative on 
how to begin to restore the land there for public benefit.  

There have been so many wonderful accomplishments that we are proud of and we cannot 
wait to meet new community members, create new and more lasting projects and to be part of 
new partnerships to help improve land and soil health in our local community in 2021 and 
beyond. If you would like to be on our email list for VSWCD updates or would like to learn more 
information about us, please email me directly (District Director at 
andrewhautzinger@valenciaswcd.org) or visit our website at www.valenciaswcd.org.  

On behalf of the Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District staff, we are excited to celebrate 
with you the hard-won successes of 2020 and to finally ring in 2021!  With a servant’s heart, we 
stand ready to continue working with each of you to see more positive community-focused 
work in the New Year.   

 

Andrew Hautzinger, District Director 
Ruben Amador, Field Crew 
Amanda Carrasco, Business Manager 
Johnny Chavez, Lead Field Crew 
Lindsey Diaz, Conservation Manager 
Allison Martin, Education Manager 
 

 

mailto:andrewhautzinger@valenciaswcd.org

